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At secondary school age it is very common 
for pupils to receive their first mobile phone. 
Generally speaking, families are keen for pupils 
to have a mobile phone for travelling to and 
from school which gives peace of mind to  
parents. However, smart phones and today’s 
technology bring many issues and problems 
alongside the benefits of being used for 
communication.

At King’s we are keen to support our pupils 
and ensure a healthy wellbeing both in and out 
of school. Our aim is to promote responsible 
internet usage, which can often be affected 
by the use of smart phones and social media 
apps. We understand the importance of 
maintaining contact but wish to discourage 
the use of social media, particularly to those 
students under the age of 13.

Did you know…?
Just like buying alcohol, playing video games or 
smoking cigarettes, there is a reason for these 
age restrictions. Think about the inappropriate 
content your child could be accessing by using 
these sites.
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13
Twitter

Facebook
Instagram
Pinterest
Google+
Tumblr
Reddit

Snapchat

14
Linkedin

16
WhatsApp

18
Path

18
(13 with parents 

consent)

YouTube
Keek

Foursquare
WeChat

Kik
Flickr

17
Vine

Tinder

21% of children reported having accessed websites 
featuring unsuitable content via their mobile phone

39% of children keep their mobile phone 
switched on all the time

6% of 15 year olds admitted to bullying and 12% said
that they had been a victim of bullying by calls or 

messages on their mobile phones

Only 1 in 5 children have security software installed 
which stops viruses infecting their mobile phone

46% of parents are unaware of the necessary controls 
to protect children’s mobiles

Smart Phone
& Social

Media Usage

Age Restrictions On Social Media



As a school, in the interest of keeping our pupils 
as safe as possible, we offer the opportunity for 
our parents to purchase a mobile phone which 
does not have access to the internet. If you wish 
your child to have a phone ready for secondary 
school. Please consider the use of a phone 
provided by school at the cost of £15.

We want to work with 
you to maintain the best 
safety and care possible 
for your child
Pupils are provided with Chromebooks 
(Laptop) at King’s for educational purposes 
and will be permitted to use these at home for 
homework and revision. These devices have 
restrictions to websites and apps and are also 
monitored closely by Software which detects 
any inappropriate usage. However, we must 
stress it is a parental responsibility to monitor 
school devices when at home. The need for 
smart phones, tablets or computers at home 
is a luxury and not a necessity with regards to 
school work. We therefore advise that these 
are not needed by our pupils and instead they 
should use a Mobile Phone purchased from 
school alongside their Chromebook.

With this in mind, if a pupil’s mobile phone is 
seen or heard anywhere on the school grounds 
it will be confiscated immediately. To avoid 
confiscation pupils should not bring mobile 
phones and electronic devices to school. If a 
pupil does bring a phone or other electronic 
item to school they should turn this off before
entering the school site. If the device goes off 
accidentally, or, is seen on the school site, it will 
be confiscated immediately. Please note that 
SIM cards will only be returned at the end of the 
confiscation period.

Should an item be confiscated, items will 
normally be returned after 6 weeks from the 
first date of confiscation. If a pupil hesitates 
(even slightly) in handing over a confiscated 
item, they will receive a correction (detention). If 
they refuse to hand it over or if they pretend that 
it was not theirs, the item is confiscated until the 
end of the following half-term.

If a pupil is carrying more than one phone 
and any of them are seen or heard, all of the 
phones will be confiscated. In addition, any 
phone that is found to be turned on during bag 
and pocket checks will also be confiscated. 
If a pupil has more than one phone on their 
person and one of these phones was found to 
be turned on during a bag and pocket search, 
all of the phones in their possession will be 
confiscated.

Some families like their children to ring home to 
confirm that they have arrived at school or are 
leaving school. However, please be assured that 
if a child does not turn up for school, the school 
will contact the family directly within an hour of 
the morning register being taken. This reduces  
the need for pupils to carry phones. Should you 
need to contact your child in an emergency, 
the school office should be called. In addition, 
pupils may use the student services phone for 
emergency situations to contact home.

Pupils should keep all valuables on their 
person at all times and not leave items such 
as money, electronic devices, travel cards or 
keys in their bags or coats. Pupils should keep 
all valuables in their inside blazer pocket. The 
fewer valuables brought to school the 
better.

Any incident of cyberbullying or any other inappropriate 
use of internet or social media outside of school, where 
the incident concerns other members of the school 
community, may result in confiscation of the pupils’ 
mobile phone. This is to the discretion of the Principal 
and depends on the severity of the incident. Normal 
confiscation periods apply.
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